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South County Soccer League
SAGE Player Sportsmanship Pledge

	Please read and sign this pledge form indicating your support
for making this a positive experience for everyone.
S.A.G.E – Set A Good Example

1. Remember that we play the game mostly because it is fun. My opponents play for fun as well. 

2. We should always try to help our team be successful, but it is okay to lose. The fun we have during the game is far more important than the score at the end. Also, losing teaches many valuable lessons just as winning does. We are sometimes not successful in other parts of our lives and losing in sports helps prepare us to accept that and we should just come back with enthusiasm the next time. 

3. If we win almost all our games, it can mean that we are not playing good enough competition. Our intensity and skills improve most and carry over to future games when we play against good teams. 

4. It is okay not to be a great player. Always try your best. That is all that can be expected. 

5. Don’t sound angry or frustrated when giving advice to teammates. They will consider suggestions more seriously if we use a pleasant tone of voice. It helps to speak in a friendly way. Also show respect to opponents, coaches, and spectators. 

6. Help a teammate calm down if they are too angry so that they remain in the game and continue to have fun. 

7. When another player says something inappropriate or is too rough, most of the time a confrontation can be avoided. If you respond when it is not necessary, it doesn't mean you’re cool or tough. Lowering myself to the irresponsible player's level risks hurting the team by possibly facing ejection from the game or being removed by the coach. 

8. Recognize that officials try to do the best job they can. They make mistakes just as I do. Do not criticize their decisions. It is not surprising that many officials quit because of the abuse they take and yet we wonder why there are not enough officials. Show the same respect to them that you want for yourself. 

9. By joining the team, make a commitment to attend practice and games and display good sportsmanship. One cannot expect as much playing time without meeting those commitments. 

10. I can help my family by reminding them not to argue with umpires or coaches and to show respect and good sportsmanship at all times. 




